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White mothers in our popular imaginary are vexed with anxieties despite their relative 
privilege and hyper-visibility. For example, the juggling mother (Watson, 2020) in the 
CBC show Workin’ Moms tenuously bends to the unreasonable demands of 
professional and family life and pushes back against patriarchy at work. As this paper 
explores, such discourses of white maternal angst in popular culture reflect the 
omissions and hopes of second wave feminism, which follow us in the third wave. It 
demonstrates how depictions of white maternal angst from Rosemary’s Baby (1968) to 
contemporary HGTV moms reflect the shortcoming of second wave strategies which 
sidelined reproductive labour and ignored interlocking systems of oppression that 
disadvantaged people of colour. While popular culture primarily centers white 
feminism’s critique of patriarchy, which is also a central concern of white mothers 
onscreen, little space is afforded mothering by women of colour and the intersectional 
and systemic failures they face. In order to think about alternative strategies offered in 
the second wave that more adequately addressed overarching inequities, this paper 
discusses the oft forgotten second wave movements Wages for Housework and the 
Combahee River Collective (Taylor, 2017). It also asks us to read popular depictions of 
white motherhood against the grain to imagine new possibilities for a matricentric 
feminism (O’Reilly, 2021). 
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